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SCR/PARTY PLAY with Ann Conway

'70S-THEMED BASH SALUTES
AYCKBOURN'S 'TAKING STEPS'
By Ann Conway

In a disco-ball whirl of '70s-era food, music and
frivolity, First Nighters capped SCR's 44th season with
a bash that saw them sipping Harvey Wallbangers,
'smoking' candy cigarettes, ducking into photo booths,
tossing down mac 'n cheese and fish sticks and
dancing to the pounding spins of a spirited DeeJay.

Nothing else would do for the post-performance
celebration following the May 23 opening on
Segerstrom Stage of British playwright Alan
Ayckbourn's farcical Taking Steps, which is set in the
Disco Era. Even SCR Artistic Director David Emmes
was part of the party decor, dressed as he was in a
'70s-era body-skimming plaid (Pierre Cardin) suit he'd
donated two decades ago to SCR's wardrobe
department. "I bought this in the '70s, gave it to the
theater and it has been in two shows!" Emmes said as
he mingled with the play's director, Art Manke, and the
show's honorary producers Tom and Marilyn Sutton.
"When I heard they weren't using it for this
production, I decided to try it on and was amazed that
it still fit!"

Quipped Emmes's wife, SCR Managing Director Paula
Tomei: "He looks fabulous! As I always say, 'Once an
actor, always an actor'!"

Playing a role in the two-hour plus satire about the
lives and loves and mishaps of people going in and out
of a multi-storied, haunted Victorian manse is a joyful
yet demanding undertaking, observed actor Bill
Brochtrup (Mark), best known to TV audiences as John
Irvin on “NYPD Blue” and to SCR audiences as Henry
in The Real Thing. "The stage is raked, very steep, in
order to give the audience a better view, so it's like
working on the deck of a ship—exhausting!" His newly
honed British accent, which he finds hard to lose when
he's off-stage, is holding him in good stead, however.
"I am finding that people in stores treat you far more
kindly when you speak with a British accent," he said,
laughing.

Also receiving congratulatory handshakes for his role
as the boisterous and hard-drinking Roland, was actor
Rob Nagle, who wore an open shirt and a Virgo
medallion to the high-energy bash which was played
out in the lobby and on Ela's Terrace. It can't be easy
to play a drunk on a raked stage. How does an actor
do it?

"Let's just say my college years helped inform me,"
Nagle joked. "We're having a blast with this play," he added, speaking of himself and fellow actors, who included
Louis Lotorto (Leslie), Emily Eiden (Kitty), Kasey Mahaffy (Tristram) and Kirsten Potter (Elizabeth). "We play off
each other constantly and so, by the end of it, we're all exhausted!"

For Emmes, it was a night to celebrate the wonders of a glorious season and to look ahead to SCR's milestone
45th Season, which will feature plays such as An Italian Straw Hat, The Heiress, Noises Off and King Lear. "This
year has been wonderful and we have a great season to look forward to, with some fabulous new plays and
some great classics. We can't wait!"
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SS..LL..  aanndd  BBeettttyy  HHuuaanngg,,  VVaalleerriiee  FFeeaarrnnss  wwiitthh
CChheellsseeaa  CCllaappppeerr  aanndd  JJaammeess  FFeeaarrmmss  ((ffrroonntt))..

AAccttoorr  EEmmiillyy  EEiiddeenn  aanndd  DDeennnniiss  aanndd  JJooaannnnee  KKeeiitthh

DDeenniissee  aanndd  MMiicchhaaeell  MMoooonn  iinn  tthhee  pphhoottoobbooooff EEllaaiinnee  KKrraajjoonnwwsskkii,,  aaccttoorr  KKaasseeyy  MMaahhaaffffyy  aanndd
DDaavviidd  KKrraajjaannoowwsskkii

AAccttoorr  EEmmiillyy  EEiiddeenn,,  LLaauurriiee  SSmmiittss  SSttaauuddee,,  aaccttoorr
KKiirrsstteenn  PPootttteerr  aanndd  aaccttoorr  LLoouuiiss  LLoottoorrttoo  ((ffrroonntt)) JJeeffffrreeyy  MMccVVeeyy,,  RRoobbiinn  CCaarrrr  aanndd  aaccttoorr  RRoobb  NNaaggllee

MMaarrsshhaa  aanndd  FFrraannkk  EEaasstteerrbboooorrkk,,  aaccttoorr  BBiillll
BBrroocchhttrruupp  aanndd  LLiinnddaa  aanndd  TToodd  WWhhiittee

OOlliivviiaa  JJoohhnnssoonn  aanndd  LLaaDDoorrnnaa  EEiicchheennbbeerrgg
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AAccttoorr  BBiillll  BBrroocchhttrruupp  aanndd  ssttaaggee  mmaannaaggeerr  JJuulliiee
HHaabbeerr  ((33rrdd  aanndd  44tthh  ffrroomm  rriigghhtt))  wwiitthh  SSCCRR  ssttaaffff
mmeemmbbeerrss  aanndd  tthheeiirr  gguueessttss  iinn  11997700ss  aattttiirree  ((aanndd
aattttiittuuddee))..

JJooaannnnee  aanndd  DDeennnniiss  KKeeiitthh  aanndd  ccoossttuummee  ddeessiiggnneerr
AAnnggeellaa  BBaalloogghh  CCaalliinn

''7700ss  ffaarree  pprroovviiddeedd  bbyy  MMaarrkkss  CCaatteerriinngg NNoossttaalliiggiicc  ''7700ss  ttrreeaattss  ffrroomm
yyoouurrsswweeeettttooootthh..ccoomm..  PPiixxiiee  SSttiicckkss,,  ccaannddyy
nneecckkllaacceess  aanndd  ppoopp  rroocckkss......  oohh  mmyy!!
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